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State QSO Party Challenge Update

There’s a new contest season that 
has been gaining momentum over 
the last few years. It’s the state QSO 
party contest season, 47 contests 

-

October.

years, then you are in for a big sur-
prise. The activity in the state QSO 

than 200% since 2019. The state 
QSO party contests have become 
much more competitive, requiring 

a win!

to contesting, the state QSO party is 
typically a contest in which in-state 

in-state stations. Each state QSO 

party contest is unique in its rules, 

of the target state.

consistent high level of entries is that 
more operators are participating in 
multiple-state QSO party contests 

-
ticipating in their home-state QSO 
party contest.

mobile-only station for many years, 
I set up my low-power station (Icom 

of the state QSO contests. After my 

-

to a winner!

through a complete overhaul of the 
contest with the goal of increasing 

In 2019, there were at least 46 ac-
tive state QSO party contests on the 

into a year-long competition, which 

in all of the state QSO party contests. 
-

CAR Cup Series concept, in which 

State QSO Party totals.
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drivers race each other at various 
tracks during the season, and points 
accumulate based on their perfor-
mance during each race.

I began sharing my concept with 
other QSO party contesters, and I 
ran across Stan, K4SBZ, who de-
veloped the Florida Contest Group’s 
club competition. Stan and I started 
discussing the SQP Cup idea, and he 
joined me in this mountain-moving 
endeavor. Thanks to Stan, K4SBZ, 
the other members of the initial State 

QSO Party Group (WB9CIF, N2CU, 
N8II, and K3MAW), Bruce, WA7BNM, 
and the sponsorship by Icom Amer-
ica, the State QSO Party Challenge 
year-long competition was now more 
than an idea — it was a reality!

We just completed the fourth 
year of the State QSO Party Chal-
lenge, and there have been more 
than 4 million claimed QSOs reported 
in state QSO party contests, and 

State QSO Party administrators 

have reported record numbers of log 
submissions, and the trend still con-
tinues. The chart below illustrates the 
increase in activity of three individual 
SQP Challenge Top Ten competitors 

To qualify for the State QSO Party 
awards program, participants must 
make a minimum of two contacts in 
two SQP Challenge approved con-
tests and submit their activity data to 
3830scores.com. Participants can 
then view their activity via our live 

leaderboard located at stateqsoparty.
com.

In 2021, we unveiled the Worked 
All QSO Parties awards program to 
encourage amateurs to strive to par-
ticipate in each of the SQP Challenge 
approved contests.

In 2022, the number of State QSO 
Party Challenge contests grew from 
45 to 47 with the addition of two 
Canadian contests, the Quebec 
QSO Party (VE2) and the Canadian 
Prairies QSO Party (VE/VA 4, 5, and 

6). In 2024, the SQP Club Challenge 
was launched to stimulate QSO party 
contesting at the club level.

The mobile/portable state QSO 
party contesting is the lifeblood of the 
contests. During the last few years, 
we’ve noticed more and more POTA 
operators on the air during the QP 
season. In 2023, Jim, AD4EB/M, and 
his XYL as the driver made 12,137 

party contests (FL, GA, IL, TN, and 
TX). In the Florida QSO Party, Jim 
made 3,404 QSOs from 49 counties 
in 20 hours! 

If you are a POTA or HF mobile 
operator, please consider getting 
involved in operating mobile/portable 
in state QSO party contests in your 
state and area. The state QSO party 
contests would love to have all of 
their state counties activated during 
the contest.

Our current SQP Group consists of 
WN4AFP, K4SBZ, N8II, WB9CIF, and 
K8ZT. Our primary focus during the 
last four years has been on keeping 
the challenge fresh and exciting. We 
are always interested in new ideas, 
suggestions, etc. Please visit our 
website at stateqsoparty.com to 
contact us. 

SQP top three ops comparison over time.

“The purpose of the State QSO party Challenge is to be the  
catalyst to take state QSO party contesting to the next level.” 

(https://stateqsoparty.com/state-qso-party-challenge-rules)


